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that nobleman had undertaken at St Wereburge's church at Chester.
He found him recovered, but the affairs of his own abbey, and of that
which the earl was erecting, detained him five months in England.   The
metropolitan see of Canterbury had been vacant ever since the death of
Lanfranc in 1089.   The sacrilegious and tyrannical king, William Rufus,
who succeeded his father in 1087, by an injustice unknown till his time,
usurped the revenues of vacant benefices, and deferred his permission, or
conge d'elire, in order to the filling the episcopal sees, that he might the
longer enjoy their income.   Having thus seized into his hands the revenues
of the archbishopric, he reduced the monks of Canterbury to a scanty
allowance, oppressing them moreover by his officers with continual insults,
threats, and vexations.   He had been much solicited by the most virtuous
among the nobility to supply the see of Canterbury, in particular, with
a person proper for that station;  but continued deaf to all their remon-
strances and answered them, at Christmas 1093, that neither Anselm nor
any other should have that bishopric whilst he lived; and this he swore
to by the holy face of Lucca, meaning a great crucifix in the cathedral
of that city held in singular veneration, his usual oath.   He was seized
soon after with a violent fit of sickness, which in a few days brought him
to extremity.    He was then at Gloucester, and seeing himself in this
condition, signed a proclamation, which was published, to release all those
that had been taken prisoners in the field, to discharge all debts owing
to the crown, and to grant a general pardon; promising likewise to govern
according to law and to punish the instruments of injustice with exemplary
severity.   He moreover nominated Anselm to the see of Canterbury, at
which all were extremely satisfied but the good abbot himself, who made
all the decent opposition imaginable; alleging his age, his want of health
and vigour enough for so weighty a charge, his unfitness for the manage-
ment of public and secular affairs, which he had always declined to the
best of his power.   The king was extremely concerned at his opposition,
and asked him why he endeavoured to ruin him in the other world, being
convinced that he should lose his soul in case he died before the arch-
bishopric was filled.   The king was seconded by the bishops and others
present, who not only told him they were scandalized at his refusal, but
added that, if he persisted in it, all the grievances of the church and nation
would be placed to his account.   Thereupon they forced a pastoral staff
into his hands, in the king's presence, carried him into the church, and
sung Te Deum on the occasion.   This was on the 6th of March ^ 1093.
He still declined the charge till the king had promised him the restitution
of all the lands that were in the possession of that see in Lanfranc's time.
Anselm also insisted that he should acknowledge Urban II for lawful
pope.   Things being thus adjusted, Anselm was consecrated with great
solemnity on the 4th of December 1093.